Deepen your students’ understanding of critical events

know that information 1s just a click or two
away. They don’t want to be told what to
think: they need to be guided on how to think.
Teaching for tomormow requires preparing
students to utitize critical thinking strategics
that will deepen their understanding of com-
plicated 1ssues, both historical and current.

Two such guides working to prepare students
are media specialist Cynthia Cassidy and language
ants teacher Michelle Cook from Mt, Olive
Middic School in Moms County. This pair used
Web 2.0 tools to integrate the “Four Cs™ ol the
2Ist century (cnitical thinking and problem solv-
ing. communication. collaboration, and creativity
and innovation) with the “Three Re” (reading.
writing. and relevaney) in their classroom. The
result was an award-winning interchsciphinary unit
designed to gunde the Net Generation through the
critical thinking process necessary to lead the next
generation, Cassidy and Cook were honored by
the International Society lor Fechnology in Educa-
ton (2o to (wwwiste conference.org/ISTE201 1/

programiste_avwards.plp) to learn more).

The right tool

Koowing that they couldn't lewd the Net Genera-
tion with antiquated tools, Cook and Cassidy
decided to use the SCAN online discussion ool
tHound at TregofZD.ore) as the centerpicce ol
therr umt. This valuable tool guides students
through a four-step entical thinking strategy using
i Facebook-like discussion tormat. Cook and
Cassidy chose the tool because it gave them the
flexibihity to develop the differentiated lessons
necessary to micet the divense needs of Cook's

tanguage arts students. Their unit titled “Who
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Owns History.” asks students to examine van-
ous media elements in order to dectde who

should own Egypt’s numerous artifacts that
are on display throughout the world. The two
worked to adapt the lesson to different reading
levels. eanch it wath authentic online videos
and articles. and introduce the lesson accord-
ing to the needs of their students.

Using the SCAN ool was entical because
it allowed students to select a specific point
of view (Egyptian citizen, Amenican musciin
curator, LS. archeologist, und Egyptian
chirector of antiquities), and then use the four-
step entical thinking strategy' to explore the
viewpoint. By adding hinks to resources. Cook
and Cassidy were able to use the SCAN tool
to integrate reading and writing skibls while
guichng students through the critical thinking

Process,
What is SCAN?

SCAN helps students examine complex
situations, 1t consists of four. easy-to-follow
steps. tnthe first step. S, students *Stop
and think.” They must determine what the
key clements are Trom their specific pont of
view. The second step. ~C.7 asks students to
“Clarify™ the issues or explain why the issues
are important. They next step. “AL” requires
students to "Ask what 1s most important.” In

- are y l"-r\éxt-“s_ his step ex
students to create solutions while they
detail the necessary steps one must take to
resolve the issues. Working through these
four steps, students gain a deeper under-
standing of significant issues and events,
as well as leam how to communicate, col-
laborate, and negotiate. Teaching a visible
thinking process provides students with a
framework for information gathering and

JU

analysis while developing a common vocabu-
lary that can be used across all content areas,

Beyond the common core

When using SCAN. students are practic-

ing their reading and writing skills. but cach
scenario selection enables teachers to help
their students move bevond the common

core. Whether students are taking on the roles
of historic figures. community members, or
scientists, tackling o real-world situation gives
relevance 1o their research and writing.

According to the Common Core State
Stanchrds tor Enghish Language Arts and
Lateracy 1n History/Social Stuches. students
should be able to “read and make logical
inferences and write arguments o support
cliums ustng valid reasoning and relevant and
sufficient evidence.”™ Having students take on
the perspectives of stakeholders and giving
them a critical thinking strategy supports the
practice of these important skills.

The newly released National Curricubm
Sundards for Soctal Studies requires teach-
ers tomeet a stmbar standard. bt states that
students should be able to, “Identily, seek,
desenbe. and evaluate multiple points of view
about selected 1ssues noting the strengths,
weaknesses. and consequences assoctited




with holding cach position as well s participate
mn the process of persuading, compronusing,
debating. and negotiation m the resolution of

conflicts and ditterences.”

Integrating technology

The nonprofit company. TregoED, developed
the online SCAN tool specihcally to
geteritical thinking skills to students

Imagine the increase in stu- Studies show that
. . by combimng relevant und content-
dents” depth of learning and students’ writing ;
. rich scenarios (thereby increasing
engagement when they evalu- improves when they
: o . the educational value) with the
ate those points of view hy have an audience and -
_ S urpose. an interest or Lamuhar Fucebook-style interface
ak . .
tuking part in the conversi purp e . our students know and love (1o
wons that may have occurred passion, and time lo

1n history or are occurring
today! Giving students the
tools to find deeper under-
stancling of an issue or situation can nuprove
their writing, even as it helps them to explore

bias. points of view. and context,

Writing with purpose

Cook understoad that deeper understanding
could directly translate into betier writing, She
found that most of our students were fanuliar
with the wniting process., but did not know

how to flesh out the content into meaningful
and detatled prose. a skill required on the New
Jersey Assessment of Skils and Knowledge
(NJ ASK). Studies show that students’ writing,
improves when they have an audience and
purpose. an mterest or passion, and time 1o
think about it. Cook and Cassudy used the
SCAN process to include all of these motivit-
ing factors. The SCAN ool gave the students a
tramework to prewnte. claborate. and incubate
weas tonclude in their writing. After complet-
ing the online SCAN session, students wrote
thoughtiul, persuasive essays that included
well-developed positions and defenses with sup-
porting evidence

For your information

found at wwnw.Ts regaED w;gaileslSaden
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think about it.

New to SCAN? Visit www TregoED.orglteachers/new-to-scan.
himd tor a short video on the SCAN tool and how (o set up a fes-
son. Register at www TregoFD.org to use the free lessons,

While you can use the SCAN tool for free. you can e-muail info@
TregoED.org and put NJEA Review in the messuge line to obtain
access to the full SCAN library for one month,

Cynthia Cassidy and Michelle Cook will be demonstrating how
they use the SCAN tool and other technologies to increase engage-
ment, and develop reading and writing skills, at the 2011 NJEA
Convention. “We're Getting Engaged!” will be presented on
Thursday, Nov. 10, 9:30-11 am., in Room 322,

Student artifacts from the *“Who Owns History” project can be

increase student engagement). After

the teacher completes three Simple

steps to set up a scenarto for a class,
students go o the web address pro-
vided by TregoED, The

to remember. codes to assign. or student names

*aren’t any passwords

to import. A teacher can use the session tor as
tew or as many students as they have i their

cluss.

Language arts teacher Michelle Cook (left)
and media specialist Cynthia Cassidy work
at Mt. Ofive Middle School in Morris County.
Learn more about their award-winning
interdisciplinary project, "Who Owns
History, at www.TregoED.org/

Once the students access the URL. they ere-
ate a user name and select an avatar to use for
the discussion. They then read the controversial
or complex scenarto and select a perspective,
Students begin the session
by wlentifying their issues
and posting them, discuss
thetr perspectives in a
“chat™ format with their
classmates. and are guided
through clarifying, as-
sessing. and naming next
steps by the tool, Cook
tound that students who
never participated in class
discussions or activities
became actively engaged
i this format as others
responded to what they

| were saying rather than

who they were, Even the quictest students can
find an online voice using SCAN.

Digital citizens

As the media specedist, Cassidy strives to help
students become responsible citizens in the
digitad and real world by teaching them how 1o
communicite reasonably with people who have
ditterent perspectives and by giving them steps
to resobve problems that they tace. She saw this
integrated lesson as an opportunity to reinforce
the “Interaer wath Tact™ rules found at wivw,
onlmeonguard.eov and teach the fundamentals
of netiguette in online commuunication,

Since SCAN enables all students to post
anonymously. students had to rely on their
persuasive wrting skills to make their argu-
ments. Students quickly realized that by muking
cliective word choices and supporting their ar-
guments with statistics and lucts they were able
to make more of an impact onhine. As students
finct therr online voices while role-playing. they
are continually reminded that avatars are people.
100, These types of reahizatons help make stu-
dents better online Gaind olthine!) citizens,

Teach for tomorrow

AN Olive Middle School. teachers have
used the SCAN process and online tool 1o teach
young people the social skills they will need to
become effective participants in our technology
driven world. even as they organize their think-
ing for better understanding and watimg skills
in their core clusses. The umque ool tound at
www TregoED.ory provides teachers with an
casy way to integrate 2 tst-century skills in the
context of state and national standards. Besides
the integrated lesson that Cook and Cassidy
developed. the SCAN process has been used to
teach charcter ecucation, practice netigquette
skills. jumpstart advisory programs. hone writ-
g skills, and develop a deeper understanding
n core arcas such as soctal studies and scienee.
TregoFD.org 18 an excellent resource for teach-
ers who wish to integrate technology. 2 1st-
century skills, and ISTE NETS standards in their
soctal studies, debate. anguage arts, science. or
charucter education classroom. &

Sandra Wozniak recently renived at the top of her
game in 2000 as the NI, Middle Level Educator
of the Year. Wozniak taueht at Mr. Olive Middle
School for 33 sears. While there, she and her
students worked witli the nonprofit TregoEED or-
gamization o develop and evaluate their critical
thinking tols. You can contact her at sanwoz@
gmail.con.
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